
 
  
 
 
333 South Prospect Avenue, Orange, CA 92869 
 
 
Dear Prospective Sponsor, 
 
On behalf of the McPherson Education Foundation, and residents of the City of Orange, we invite you to 
participate in our Star Mission 2020 campaign for our initiatives this year - an outdoor learning  laboratory 
and funding for technology for our first TK program. We currently are seeking to raise an additional 
$250,000 to build and landscape our lab.  Our goal is to have the science lab and TK program ready for the 
2020-2021 school year. Our planning committee aims to raise $250,000 through our Star Mission Drive.  
In addition to our fundraising goals, we will raise awareness about STEM education, other great programs 
at McPherson Magnet School, highlight our sponsors, and thank our community stakeholders.   
 

Who is McPherson Education Foundation? 
McPherson Education Foundation is 501(c)(3) that provides direct support for all STEM related programs 
and activities to improve educational and career prospects for McPherson students.   Our goal is to provide 
for a sustainable year-round STEM program that has revolving funding for STEM resources. Our students 
benefit from our advanced curriculum and demonstrate advancements in academic performance, career, 
and life skills.  For more information on McPherson Education Foundation, please visit www.mcpherson-
foundation,org. 
 

Why support McPherson Education Foundation and its students? 
There is a dire need to sustain our STEM focus as a magnet school and foster a competitive advantage for 
our students.  Orange Unified School District has never funded a STEM school and its special resource 
needs.  McPherson is the only STEM magnet school in the district.  This makes it challenging for the 
district’s students to stay competitive with other students from districts with more STEM provision, 
programs, and direct district support.     
 

What are the benefits of sponsorship? 
By supporting our Star Mission Drive, you will join the ranks of prominent contributors, committed parents, 
city sponsors, local business owners, and families.  Your contribution will make a difference as you stand 
alongside the McPherson Education Foundation in its efforts to make a difference in the lives of its students 
who reside throughout the City of Orange, Anaheim Hills, Villa Park and the surrounding Orange Unified 
service area.   
 

How can you get involved? 
There are several ways to solidify your place as a sponsor of this year’s Star Mission Drive. We have several 
areas of financial sponsorship including event underwriting opportunities, as well as the option to commit 
to event day activities. Please see the attached information packet for more information about these projects 
and recognition opportunities for your financial support (page 17). 
 
Thank you in advance for your tax-deductible contribution and demonstrated commitment to McPherson’s 
youth. To learn more about McPherson Education Foundation or to make a donation, please visit our 
website www.mcpherson-foundation.org or email president@mcpherson-foundation.org. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Michael J. Schmidt 
Michael J. Schmidt  
President, McPherson Education Foundation 



OUTDOOR LEARNING LAB & WOODLAND AREA FUNDING REQUEST



Our mission is to support and advance STEM focused programs and services at McPherson Magnet School by working with
teachers, administrators, students, families and businesses. Over 20 years ago a group of committed parents formed this
Foundation to empower students with a quality STEM education. Since its inception, the Foundation has funded the
programs, activities and resources necessary to provide a competitive directed STEM curriculum to its students.

As a 501(c)(3), the McPherson Education Foundation raises monies, awareness, and support for McPherson Magnet School
- our students depend on the Foundation to provide for and maintain this STEM track. Unfortunately, McPherson’s STEM
programs are not covered by the school district, so the Foundation must continually work to create long-term sustainability
for STEM programs as well as up-to-date materials for students to have a competitive experience.

Our vision is to see every McPherson student boldly challenging the standards, pushing the ceiling of possibility, and
learning to think analytically. For our students to be successful in this way, we must work in and with the community.
With your support we can ensure every enrolled student at McPherson Magnet School has the opportunity to push the
boundaries of what is possible in their education.

Each year, we coordinate and host our main fundraiser - Star Mission - as well as other Special Events and Sponsorship
Programs. The McPherson Education Foundation’s goal is increase community engagement and support.

Mission & Vision
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Foundation Board
Executive Board

President, 
Michael Schmidt

Vice President, 
Dave Tabb

Vice President, 
Long Duong

Secretary, 
Alexander Lew

Treasurer,     
David Imboden

Board Members

Carlos Andrade

Zachary Cleberg

Kayee Conrad

Edith Esqueda

Chris Ferry

Jennifer Mastroianni

Michael Mastroianni

Wanda McWhirter

Futoshi Nakagawa

Cristina Neilsen

Kirsten Preziosi

Letter to the Community:

The McPherson Education Foundation is a 501(c)(3) that provides direct support for all Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) related programs and activities to improve educational and 
career prospects for McPherson Magnet students.   Our goal is to provide for a sustainable year-round 
STEM program that has revolving funding for STEM resources. McPherson Magnet is the premier STEM 
magnet school in the Orange Unified School District (OUSD).  McPherson Magnet is unique amongst all 
the schools in OUSD because the curriculum at McPherson is enhanced by STEM coursework and 
resources not available at other OUSD schools.  The STEM focus and the lifelong opportunities early 
exposure to STEM education brings to students is why prospective parents participate in the school’s 
admission lottery.

Unfortunately, OUSD only provides baseline funding support for basic standards and curriculum across 
all schools, so the STEM-related initiatives and activities at McPherson are financially supported by the 
McPherson Education Foundation and by extension, the McPherson parent community.  The parent 
community can only do so much however, and not all parents of McPherson students can support the 
school financially.  This is why we are appealing to the community for assistance.  Our families are those 
going to local stores supporting local businesses. We ask the community-at-large for assistance so our 
students can continue to benefit from the advanced curriculum at McPherson that lead to 
advancements in academic performance, career, and life skills.

Please join us and help us make a difference in the lives of the students at this school now and for years 
to come.

Sincerely,

The McPherson Education Foundation
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McPherson Magnet School
 K -8 School Lottery School open to all 

students in Orange Unified School District 
(and those on Allen Bill), covering 5 cities
 Approximately 867 Students 
 Standards-Based Teaching 
 Project Based/Hands-On Learning 
 Project Lead The Way (PLTW) Distinguished School 
 Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC) Accredited
 We currently have three STEM Lab spaces which are used by students (Kinder through 8th) for 

computer science, biomedical, and engineering classes utilizing the PLTW curriculum (with a 4th

opening next year). 
 High Parent Involvement: Our expectation is that parents will volunteer for a minimum of 10 

hours/year. 
 100 % Uniform Public School, a member of Orange Unified School District
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McPherson Magnet’s Vision
At McPherson, we use an inquiry-based and thematic teaching approach that focuses on 
science, mathematics, and technology. Our staff expects students to utilize a variety of 
methods to demonstrate their learning, to take risks, and to use productive skills. We are 
committed to the following:

1) Educating the whole child to reach their greatest 
potential.

2) Valuing a range of learning styles.

3) Utilizing a variety of learning tools and strategies.

4) Extending the learning environment beyond the walls of the classroom.

5) Encouraging students as confident, lifelong learners.
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McPherson Magnet’s Demographics
Approximately 867 students from entire 
Orange Unified School District
◦ 47% Hispanic or Latino
◦ 34% White
◦ 11% Asian
◦ 3% Filipino
◦ 1% Pacific Islander
◦ 1% African American
◦ 1% American Indian
◦ 2% Other

Students from Families with Special Needs:
◦ 10% Socioeconomic Disadvantaged
◦ 10% Students with Disabilities
◦ 9% English Learners
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Goals
To raise $250,000 to design and construct an outdoor STEM learning 
lab which is usable by all McPherson Magnet Students over 800 of 
them, that integrates with the Project Lead the Way (PLTW) STEM 
curriculum.

The outdoor STEM learning lab will be used for direct instruction and 
give students the ability to practice/investigate in an outdoor setting 
with water available for use.
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“We believe learning occurs everywhere and all of the time. We envision our created Outdoor 
STEM Lab & Classroom to be as richly and thoughtfully equipped as all our learning environments 
including traditional indoor classrooms are. The Outdoor STEM Lab & Classroom along with 
corresponding Project Lead The Way Curriculum for grades K through 8 reflects McPherson 
Magnet School’s commitment to the countless and proven benefits of student learning and 
healthy development through ample time in outdoor, experiential spaces.”

- Mr. Joe Erven, Principal of McPherson Magnet School

7



Benefits of Outdoor Learning
Studies have shown demonstrable benefits to expanding learning opportunities to an outdoor 
setting:

 Offers students opportunities to develop their knowledge and skills in ways that add value to 
their experience in the classroom.

 Helps students understand science concepts as they relate to the natural world and improve 
understanding in design and technology.

 Can spark interest in students to learn more about the world around them and to
spend more time outdoors, which can lead to increased physical activity outside of 
school and improved overall health.

 Positively impact students’ attitudes, beliefs, self perceptions, and interpersonal and 
social skills.
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Benefits of an Outdoor Learning Lab
In addition to the benefits from outdoor learning, there are benefits to having an on-campus 
outdoor learning lab:

 Increased opportunities to provide outdoor learning experiences without having schedule 
separate field trips.

 Improvements to overall student achievement.

 Continued beautification to the school, while making it a destination school like no 
other.

 Extend outdoor learning opportunities that are unachievable at other schools 
within the district and others.
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The Project – Outdoor Learning Lab
As McPherson Magnet continually looks for ways to enhance the 
learning environment for its students. Multiple projects have been 
completed school-wide that have addressed the inside of the 
classrooms.

Taking field trips has historically been the only way to expose 
students to the outdoors. We would like to create an outdoor 
learning environment to add additional learning spaces to our 
school. With the many benefits of this type of learning 
environment, our primary goal is to include spaces on our campus 
available to teachers and students to utilize for science and STEM 
education as we have exhausted all classroom space.
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The Project – Outdoor Learning Lab
The School has asked the Foundation for an 
Outdoor Science Lab and an Outdoor 
Woodland Area – Places where students can 
learn year-round outside and conduct 
experiments outdoors that would not always 
be able to be conducted inside. 

Not just a classroom but a change of 
atmosphere. 
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The Project – Outdoor Woodland Area
McPherson Magnet would like to take it one 
step further. Multiple studies have shown 
the benefits of outdoor learning 
environments – better grades, improved 
health, and decreased stress levels to name 
a few.
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The Project – Outdoor Woodland Area
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Overall Vision for Outdoor Education & Campus Beautification

14



NEW… TK Program & Needed Technology 
McPherson Magnet will get its first TK program in the 
2020-2021 school year!
 Technology for the classroom, 

 Tablets (iPads or Surfaces) so we can maintain our school’s 1:1 devices:student ratio,

 Projection system,

 And any and all other needed technology for this new classroom and teachers
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Project Budget/Components
$ 75,000: Naming rights to the outdoor lab

$ 55,000: Concrete Lab Tables – 18 outdoor concrete lab tables with name plate on each table

$ 50,000: Demolition of current space – tear down existing concrete and prepare land for reconstruction

$ 35,000: Teaching Station & Benches – create an exterior teaching station with benches for students with 
naming rights

$ 25,000: Lab equipment: trays, storage, bins, buckets, and equipment

$ 25,000: Electrical Extension and Upgrades – add exterior electrical for use with science labs & purchase 
wiring and hardware to upgrade electrical

$ 20,000: Tree Benches for Wooded area (three trees) 

$ 17,500: Decomposed Granite – provide a base for entire area

$ 16,000: Plumbing Extension – extend existing water from 300 building

$ 10,000: Signage – Creation of permanent signage

$   9,500: Outdoor Sink Station – purchase exterior sink and connecting parts

$ 50,000: TK technology upgrades
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Recognition Opportunities
We have many opportunities for individuals, families, small businesses, and companies alike to be 
rightfully recognized for their great and needed contributions to the school and community alike:

 You will receive a thank you plaque from the McPherson Education Foundation.

 You will be thanked on the school’s web site, the Education Foundation web site, and all school 
social media many times throughout the entire school year. 

 A plaque erected at the site for either the Outdoor Learning Lab or the Woodland area
• Exterior Sink         
• Concrete Tables 

 Not to mention the heartfelt thanks of a grateful school & community.  

• Teaching Station
• Student Seating Stations

• Lab and Woodland sign
• Woodland seating areas
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At McPherson Magnet we Thank You
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